HONOLULU - Six Maui
companies were selected as fi-
nalists in the APEC 2011
Hawaii Business Innovation
Showcase and are in the run-
ning to have an opportunity to
promote their companies at
venues and events surrounding
the international economic
conference in November.

Thirty-five Hawaii business-
es were selected as finalists in

the showcase, and each will re-

ceive recognition of excellence
awards. A winner from each
county and one overall winner

will be selected by a panel of
government and business
groups on Sept. 6 and receive
an opportunity to appear at
APEC 2011 Hawaii programs
and venues, an announcement
said.

“The showcase prov1des an
unprecedented opportunity for
businesses registered in the
state to showcase innovation in
products and services to an in-
ternational audience ... and
will recognize leading-edge in-
novation and achievement in
Hawaii’s business communi-

ty,” a news release about the
program said.

The Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation, whose mission is
sustainable economic growth
and prosperity in the Asia-Pa-
cific region, will hold a “Lead-
ers Week” gathering Nov. 7 to
13 in Honolulu. The meeting is
expected to attract 20,000 at-
tendees including business and
governmental leaders from the
21 member nations, a news re-
lease said.

The six Maui-based finalists
are:

* Functional Nutriments
LLC, which produces Apocaps
cancer therapeutics using
plant-based phytochemicals.

* Grower’s Secret Inc.,
which is increasing food safety
through organic agricultural
supplements.

* HNU-Energy, which cus-
tom engineers renewable ener-
gy technology through re-
search and development.

*» Noni Biotech Internation-
al, which claims on its website
to be “the world’s largest sup-
plier of Hawaiian noni” and

THE MAUI NEWS - Thursday, August 11,2011 ~ A3
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manufactures, markets and dis-
tributes noni products, includ-
ing juice, powder, puree and
concentrate.

* Pacific Biodiesel Inc. and
its “Aina Mo Project that uses
biodiesel by-products to pre-
serve taro cultivation.

* Westec Environmental So-
lutions, which works on air
pollution and greenhouse gas
control. -

The criteria for selection in-
cluded the company being at-
tractive to markets outside
Hawaii, particularly APEC

member nations, and having
developed unique, leading- or
cutting-edge innovations in
product development, technol-
ogy, marketing or delivery;
positively impacted the state
business environment; growth
and investment potential; and
adopted - environmentally
sound programs and practices.

The showcase is a product of
the APEC Hawaii Host Com-
mittee, in partnership with the
chambers of commerce on
Maui, Kauai, the Big Island
and Honolulu.
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